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TMU Neuroscience Research Center Monthly Meeting Minutes

Chair: Director Y. C. Chiang

Host: Asst. Prof. Niall Duncan Recorded by: Professor J. Y. Wang,

Time: 2020/8/19 (Wednesday) 12:10-13:30

Secretary C. N. Huang

Place: Net meeting via Google Meet, 2nd Conference room at 15" Floor, United Medical Building (Back
Building), Taipei Medical University (250, Wu-Xing St)

Meeting Agenda (3% 42) :
1. Opening by Director Chiang
2. Forum hosted by Dr. Niall Duncan
1. Opening
Director Chiang announced the beginning of this monthly meeting. This is the first forum meeting. We
changed the meeting format to the forum to encourage everybody to discuss. Dr. Duncan will lead the
discussion and give the idea of what MRI can do.
2. Forum
1) Introduction
Dr. Duncan first talked about the ethics issue. Doing an MR1 is not a comfortable experience for humans,
and it takes animals' life for animal experiments. Therefore, it is very important to design a good
experiment and ask questions with other people who know how to do it. This will promote people's
collaboration and make research fun. That’s one of the reasons why we use “forum” to have an open
discussion. Through MRI experiments, we can find what happens in the brain. Furthermore, we even
can know when and where it happens.
2) Discussion

Dr. Thierry Burnouf raised the issue that users cannot change the settings of parameters of the 7T MRI
in TMU Animal Center and it is difficult to book the time slots using MRI. The problems even begin
with the filling of the form to apply for approval to use MRI and the requests for filling out forms never

decrease over time, they only increase. The solution is to develop a system that saves time, but no one




does this. Instead, we have a university filled with people passing around emails sending out instructions,
expecting that eventually, someone will respond to those emails. Sometimes the experimental animals
need to be monitored for a long time (such as for circadian rhythm or for time courses), but once the
animals are moved from the Laboratory Animal Center, they can’t be moved back and need to be
sacrificed on that day. That would be even more impossible to finish the experiment under this situation.
Dr. Tim Lane pointed out that this is the problem of “management” in TMU Animal Center. The problem
is not difficult to diagnose, nor difficult to solve. But TMU is locked into bureaucratic inertia, which is
the inevitable consequence of micromanagers who fail to design an efficient data-collection system.
Several PIs echoed the situations and problems they encountered, which were also management
problems. Dr. Duncan could only advise them to find somewhere else (such as National Taiwan
University, Academia Sinica, National Yang-Ming University) to use animal MRI to do the experiment.
Some people asked questions about the MRI technical problems and Dr. Duncan gave them his advice.
For example, Dr. Duncan gave the suggestion that each human experiment better has a minimum sample

size of 150, and the animal experiment is 10.
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The forum hosted by Dr. Niall Duncan and open discussion between members. (8/19)




3) Online forum

Dr. Duncan set the online forum, Neuroscience in TMU, and need help from the secretary to add all
members to the forum. Dr. Duncan and Dr. Thierry Burnouf also suggested that the Ph.D. student could

also be added to the forum.

In this monthly meeting, we had the in-person meeting on-site and the net meeting via Google Meet at
the same time. We will keep this type of meeting mode in the future, so the people who couldn't make it
to the in-person meeting with time or space reason can still participate in the monthly meeting.
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The net meeting via Google Meet. (8/19)
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After the meeting, the secretory has already added members and the Ph.D. students to the forum. But
there is a problem that the google group only accepts the inner member, who uses the same G suite
(@tmu.edu.tw), to see the forum. Therefore, if you could see the forum by the following link,

Neuroscience in TMU, please contact the secretary. If you have any suggestions about the meeting or

forum, please let us know.
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https://groups.google.com/a/tmu.edu.tw/g/neuroscience-at-tmu_group
https://groups.google.com/a/tmu.edu.tw/g/neuroscience-at-tmu_group
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Neuroblastoma cells & oligodendrocytes zgrs: 10 ¢
thierry (TMU) 2020585268 34709 Tr
Hi All, 1 am curious if some of you would have: - reliable SH-SY5Y neuroblastoma cells with a number
chaurjongh TMU 202058H270 LF441:54 oy
Dear Thierry, My Lab has SH-SY5Y neuroblastoma cells. Please contact Dr. Eugene. With best regards CJ
thierry (TMU)  <thierry@tmu edu tw= 20205981E THF122027 ¥y i :

WI{%E Neuroscience at TMU, Neuroscience at TMU, thbu...@gmail.com

Dear All,

- | wish to express publicly my appreciation for the responses received to my request regarding the SH-
SY5Y neuroblastoma cells. Thanks to the Forum my students will have access to these cells quickly,
which is quite helpfult

-1 did not get comments on oligodendrocytes cultures which seems to reflect that growing these cells
in uncommon among our group.

Take care!

Thierry

Communication and offer help in the online forum.




